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New Beginning for Dolly Johnson Antique & Art Show in Fort Worth  

The Oldest New Show in the West 
 
Fort Worth, TX -  When the 47th Annual Dolly Johnson Antique and Art Show opened on March 12-
13 in Fort Worth, it was with the recession-busting bravado and optimism of those who buy, sell 
and love antiques. New show owner Jan Orr-Harter had expanded the show, added art to the line-
up and moved the oldest show in the American west into a new exhibit space and into a new era.  
 
“The word people kept using to describe the 
show was beautiful,” said Orr-Harter. “The 
show was beautiful, the new space was airy 
and uplifting. The dealers worked their magic, 
the media and many friends lent their help. 
People were hungry for something good and 
beautiful to happen.”  
  
“It’s a cross between Marburger Farm, the Big 
Red Barn and Uncommon Objects,” said 
exhibitor Stephen Farr, referring to Round 
Top’s blockbuster Marburger Farm Show and 
the prestigious Red Barn Show, as well as the 
youthful Austin store filled with fun and 
affordable antiques. “The advertising was 
magnificent, “Farr went on, “and the load in was smooth,” summing up the positive reception of the 
show by 75 exhibitors, of whom 50 were new to the venue.  

 
 In town playing Tevye in “Fiddler on the Roof” at the Bass 
Performance Hall, actor Harvey Fierstein was a lively 
presence in the show, buying a Southern folk art face jug 
from Curiosities, the Dallas shop that exhibited art and folk 
art. From Jean Compton Gallery, Fierstein bought an 
African-American Statue of Liberty sculpture by Tennessee 
self-taught carver Shane Campbell. “By opening the show 
up to antiques, art and folk art,” reflected Compton, “we 
have expanded the reach of the show. My favorite saying 
is ‘That’s why they make chocolate, strawberry and vanilla-
-- because everybody wants different things.’ I sold a 
cutting-edge piece to a Broadway actor and a fine piece to 
a docent from the Amon Carter Museum of Art. That’s 
diversity and that’s why this show was a hit.”    
 
Fort Worth’s Mayfest  was also a hit. The 37 year-old 
riverfront festival received all proceeds from the show’s 
Benefit Booth and from ticket sales donated by the show. 



Antiques ranged from Pilgrim century to mid-century 
modern, including garden and industrial antiques, 
jewelry, textiles, western, French, English and 
Americana. As an example of the breadth of the show, 
Cindy Towsley of JRNE Antiques sold a 1920s iron 
daybed in old white paint, an Eastlake Victorian 
architectural piece and a 1920s industrial gas station 
desk.  Her booth also featured a 1960s fiberglass store 
display of giant a vase with flowers that reached almost 
eight feet tall, an example of the “Flower Power” theme 
of the show.  
 
Ray Veazey of San Antonio offered one of the priciest 
and most outstanding pieces: an early cast iron eagle 
with a four-foot wingspan from the Imperial Sugar 
Company. “A woman came up from Sugarland, near 
Houston,” reported Veazey. “She had to have it. We had 
a great show. We sold and sold. Some of the long-time 
customers of the show,” Veazey went on, “were like 
giggly girls at the prom—they were so excited—there 
was so much great stuff to look at. People were really 
excited about the show.”     

 
 Long-time Dolly Johnson shopper Kay Carson bought a rare Native 
American Skookum doll from We Be Cowboys Antiques. Wrapped in 
early Beacon blanket fabric, the doll was made by Mary Frances 
Woods before Skookums were mass-produced as souvenirs. “It was 
so exciting to see all the art at the show,” said Carson. “I loved the 
Josephine Mahaffey floral paintings—so loose and colorful,” she said 
of the work by the Fort Worth artist featured in the booths of Cibolo 
Creek Antiques and Andrew Church, both south Texas dealers who 
brought the Mahaffey art back to Cowtown. 
 
Pamela Otte of Fort 
Worth bought two 
mid-century modern 
red Dansk serving 
dishes from 

RetroMania and a tall industrial display table 
with a marble top on which Tinhorn Traders of 
Austin had displayed a bronze African turtle 
sculpture. “I loved it and bought the whole thing, 
turtle and all. I’m still in negotiations with dealers 
on a few things that were at the show. I wanted 
the show to go on and on. I enjoyed all of it, every single dealer was marvelous. The show was one 
of the best events I’ve been to in a long, long time.”     
 
New to the show was a Friday evening Happy Hour Party with live Texas acoustic music by art and 
antiques dealer Paul Cox of Salado, Texas. Door prizes and Happy Hour prices brought out a large 
crowd, many of whom returned the following day.  
 



Among those, shopper Patricia Odneal of Fort Worth bought a 1970s 
oil landscape by a Cape Cod artist. “I have never come to the show 
before,” she reported. “Now I realize that this is a show worth 
exploring. Everyone was so friendly and I got to see dealers and 
antiques from places like Utah and North Carolina---things that you 
don’t usually get to see. I went on Friday and then came back with 
my husband back on Saturday.”    
 
A friend of show founder Dolly Johnson and a regular shopper at the 
show, Jean St. Clair of Weatherford, Texas heartily approved of the 
changes in the show’s new version. She bought a Navajo squash 
blossom necklace from Waterbird Traders of Dallas and a large 
1820s dark blue linsey-woolsey coverlet from Americana dealer Jean 
Doty.  

   
Helen Pringle, also a friend of the late Dolly Johnson, bought 
early chairs and a table. “I haven’t bought a piece of furniture 
in years,” she said. “But these were wonderful and so rare.” 
Pringle went on to praise the show’s exhibit of the Susannah 
Fuller White trunk that arrived in North America on the 
Mayflower in 1620. “John Maulden is my hero,” she said of 
the trunk’s current owner who stood next to the seal-skin-
covered trunk for six hours, greeting shoppers, and sharing 
stories of the Pilgrim voyage and of the provenance of the 
trunk through his family.  

 
Exhibitor Richard Machtolff of Anahaim, CA was happy 
with sales results and has already reserved his spot for 
next year. “I was especially pleased with the load in 
and load out. The staff even saved a parking space for 
us, much appreciated.” Parking was in short supply as 
the Will Rogers Memorial Center lot spilled over the 
edges with shoppers.   
 
“By the time of next year’s show, there will be a new 
parking facility and perhaps 
more dealers,” said Jan Orr-

Harter of her plan to grow the show eventually to 100 exhibitors. “Dallas 
and Fort Worth have a vibrant, growing economy, with Americans of all 
ages moving here from other parts of the nation. Thank you to all who 
came, who exhibited, who worked on the staff and who helped us to get 
out the word. If we are lucky enough to hold our own in the antiques 
business now, this will be an excellent opportunity for buyers and sellers 
for years to come. And I’m feeling lucky.”  
 
Orr-Harter’s reflections on the show, including photos by Art Director Doug 
Stanley, are posted on the show blog at 
www.dollyjohnnsonantiqueandartshow.blogspot.com . The 48th 
Annual Dolly Johnson Antique and Art Show will announce 2011 dates at 
www.dollyjohnsonantiqueandartshow.com     


